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The Thorax and its Contents

This cavity is bounded in front by the sternum and the
cartilages of the ribs; laterally by the ribs and the intercostal
muscles between them; behind by the ribs, vertebral column,
and the great muscles of the back; above by the first rib, the
collar bone, and the neck; below by the arched partition
called the diaphragm.

It is convenient to divide
the thorax into three parts.
At each side it is rilled
with the lungs (right and
left). In the middle por-
tion there are the heart
and great blood vessels,
the trachea and its
branches, the oesophagus,
the thoracic duct, and lym-
phatic glands. Surround-
ing each lung is a double
bag called the pleura, the
inner layer of which is
attached to the lung itself,
while the outer layer is
fastened to the chest wall.
In health these two layers
are in close contact and
can move smoothly over
each other, the surfaces
being lubricated by .a small
quantity of fluid. In pleurisy these smooth surfaces become
roughened, and pain is felt as one surface rubs against the
other. The heart is contained in a similar double bag called
the pericardium. Inflammation of this part is called peri-
carditis. The inner layer of pericardium covers the heart
closely, and the outer forms a loose bag in which the heart
moves. A small amount of fluid lubricates the two surfaces.

17.   THE BODY CAVITY.